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[bookmark: _GoBack]Analysis of the song "Born in the U.S. A" by Bruce Springsteen
The song "Born in the U.S. A" by Bruce Springsteen is a song whose lyrics bring forth a message that is directly or indirectly connected with us. The reason for writing the song was to appreciate the soldiers he knew. In the process of acknowledging these soldiers, Bruce Springsteen, he would make people aware of the effect of the war on Vietnam veterans, before the war and after it. Also, through this awareness, he would persuade the audience to have a different perspective on the things that the soldiers faced. Therefore, the song is all about the Vietnam war and its impact while still appreciating the soldiers, especially the American ones.
It is vital to note that, for most people, before exploring the lyrics of the song, they are usually not aware that it is about wars. Also, others do not even have the idea that it is about the Vietnam war and its impact. The impact is in terms of damage, both to who took part in it and the civilians (Stacey). Despite this fact, Bruce Springsteen’s target audience was all the people all over the world (Inskeep et al.). The reason behind this is that through the song, Bruce Springsteen would be able to make the awareness that those who took part in the war are also Americans (Springsteen, Bruce, et al.). Due to this fact, they deserve proper respect and treatment just like any other American citizen. 
The overall meaning of the song is appreciation. It gives its target audience an idea of the impact that the war talked about in the song had on people, especially the veterans, both psychologically and physically (Stacey). They all underwent this ordeal while trying to fight for the nation and the entire world's peace. The ordeal is in terms of a few options and desperate circumstances that the veterans came back home to find (Stacey). It is important to note that if you are listening to the song’s surging refrain, most likely you can wrongly think that the music aims to celebrate patriotism. However, this is not the case.
The second verse of the song explains the conscription or the force the soldiers had to undergo while fighting. Also, some words are strategically used to ensure that the message of the song is also delivered strategically. For example, the “yellow man” phrase is used strategically to ensure that the audience, after careful consideration of the song, he would later understand the song (Stacey). The phrase "yellow man," for example, is used to refer to the Vietnamese. It is strategically used to denote the attitudes of racism that reigned during the time of the war.
Khe San was the place where the fight was taking place. It was a battlefield on its own. The main protagonist, who is the working class, after fighting the "yellow man," finally goes back home. Since the fighters in the battle were majorly the army from Vietnam, the American warriors still triumphed despite the external assistance from other parties. Therefore, Khe San acts as a symbol of the triumph despite the adverse conditions that the war veterans finally came to find when they were back (Stacey). 
The third and fifth verses of the song reflect the returning of the Vietnam veterans. They reflect the hardships that these veterans had to undergo while coming back from the war. Also, the verses still highlight the challenges of getting another job after the war was something very hard. Relationships built in the war were also broken. These are some of the things they underwent, and they are all true since it was significantly hard to find situations as they were before the war. The song finally found its usage, though ironically, by President Ronald Reagan (Inskeep et al.). It was unexpected of him since the song didn’t mean what he wanted to imply during his bid for reelection. 
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